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Old Rectory was b u i l t  a s  a T-shaped frame dwell ing wi th  ex ter ior -end  
chimneys of  i r r e g u l a r l y  bonded b r i c k .  The foundat ions and p a r t i t i o n  wal l s  
except  f o r  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s ,  a r e  l a i d  i n  a s i m i l a r  bonded b r i c k .  Serv ice  
a d d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  sou theas t  jog of  t h e  house were made i n  t h e  twen t i e th  
century .  In  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a r t  of  t h i s  century ,  t h e r e  were s e r v i c e  addi t ions  
s e t  next  t o  t h e  sou th  chimney, but  t h e s e  have now been removed. A t  t h a t  
time, a porch chamber, approximately 20' by 20 ' ,  was centered  on t h e  second 
f l o o r  of  t h e  en t rqnce  facade.  It was supported by wooden p i l l a r s  s e t  on 
b r i c k  p i e r s .  A porch deck, supported by s i m i l a r  p i e r s ,  surrounded a major 
p a r t  of t h e  house. The p resen t  owner removed t h e  porch chamber and cu t  i t s  
roof ing  back about 10 '  t o  form a one-bay, two-story p o r t i c o  supported by 
f o u r  f l u t e d  Doric columns. The p o r t i c o  pediment i s  ornamented wi th  d e n t i l s  
and has a semi -c i r cu la r  window. On t h e  en t rance  facade ,  t h e  co rn ice  of the 
house has a s i m i l a r  modern d e n t i l  corn ice .  The o r i g i n a l  po r t ions  of t h e  
house a r e  shea thed  w i t h  e a r l y  beaded s id ing .  Windows a r e  9-over-9 on the  
f i r s t  f l o o r  and 9-over-6 on t h e  second. S h u t t e r s  he ld  back by S-shaped 
ca t ches  now frame most of  t h e  windows. 4 - l i g h t  a t t i c  v e n t i l a t i o n  windows 
f l a n k  t h e  f l u e s  of t h e  two end chimneys of t h e  house. The gable  roo f s  a re  
now covered w i t h  seaned t i n  pa in ted  b lack .  

I n s i d e ,  t h e  l i v i n g  room, s i t t i n g  room and f r o n t  h a l l  have f l a t  paneled 
wainscot ing whi le  t h e  d in ing  room,upstairs  c e n t r a l  bedroom, and h a l l  have 
a p l a s t e r  dado. The f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms a l s o  have shal low d e n t i l  corn ices .  
The l i v i n g  room mante lp iece  has a t h i n  strapwork band, gouged p i l a s t e r s ,  a 
f r i e z e  w i t h  l a t e r a l  t r u s s e s  and a c e n t r a l ,  r a i s e d  pane l ,  and a reeded 
corn ice .  I n  t h e  s i t t i n g  room, next  t o  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  a chimneypent forms 
a p res s  which has double, two-panel doors.  The mantel  i n  t h i s  room has a 
molded surround (which inc ludes  a rope molding),  reeded p i l a s t e r s  s u p p o r t i n ;  
a f r i e z e  w i t h  t r u s s e s  and a c e n t r a l  panel ,  and a d e n t i l  c o r n i c e  a l s o  
decorated w i t h  rope molding. The en t r ance  h a l l  has  a  s imple r a i l  s ta i rway 
w i t h  s t r a i g h t  b a l u s t e r s ,  l ead ing  t o  t h e  second s t o r y  wi th  two f l i g h t s  
broken by a  landing.  The newel pos t ,  as  w e l l  as  t h e  landing  p o s t s ,  i s  
unmolded and capped by a b a l l  f i n i a l .  

The f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  u p s t a i r s  no r th  bedroom has been c losed .  I n  t h e  south  
and c e n t r a l  bedrooms, t h e  mante lp ieces  have molded surrounds surmounted by If r i e z e s  wi th  f l a n k i n g  and b locks  under mantel she lves .  The end blocks of 
the  c e n t r a l  bedroom mantel  a r e  f l u t e d .  The u p s t a i r s  rooms have t h i n ,  molde 
corn ices .  

Doors throughout t h e  house a r e  s ix-paneled w i t h  t h e  long s i d e s  of  t h e  four  
lower panels  running l o n g i t u d i n a l l y  wh i l e  t h e  long s i d e s  of  t h e  two small  
upper  panels  run  t r a n s v e r s e l y .  The door a r c h i t r a v e s  a r e  molded. Above the  
en t r ance  doorway, t h e r e  i s  a f o u r - l i g h t  transom w i t h  t h e  narrow panes s e t  
t r ansve r se ly .  

1 Old Rectory i s  p a r t  of a 25-acce t r a c t  which ad jo ins  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p a r c e l s
i 
1 .  of  land a l s o  hold by Mrs. C. W.  White. The house i s  s c t  i n  f i n e ,  r o l l i n g.-~ 

I 

i 
I A t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house s t a n d s  t h e  o l d  log  k i t c h e n  which has  been weather-

boarded and has had a frame s e c t i o n  added t o  it .  ! 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I C N I F I C I N C E  

The o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  of  Old Rectory i s  a t y p i c a l  example of t h e  hand-
somely proport ioned frame farmhouses b u i l t  i n  Bedford County i n  t h e  l a t e  
e igh teen th  cen tu ry ,  and is an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of  t h e  S t .  S tephen ' s  Road 
r u r a l  neighborhood. The i n t e r i o r  woodwork i s  f i n e l y  executed and i s  
almost completely i n t a c t .  

The house was e r e c t e d  around 1787 f o r  Waddy Cobb who a l s o  had nearby 
Elk H i l l  b u i l t  about t e n  yea r s  l a t e r .  From around 1828 t o  1904 t h e  
house served  as  t h e  r e c t o r y  of S t .  Stephen's  Episcopal  Church. The 
fol lowing success ion  of S a i n t  S tephen ' s  r e c t o r s  (with t h e  d a t e s  of t h e i r  
a r r i v a l  g iven)  i s  be l i eved  t o  have r e s ided  a t  Old Rectory: 
Nicholas Hamner Cobb, 1828; I. S. Marbory, 1839; Q. A. Kinsolving,  1844; 
R'. H. Wilmer, 1852; W. H. Pendleton, 1855; George A. Gibbens, 1870; Alber t  
Ware, 1876; Edmund W. Hubord 1881; T. W. Jones, 1896; F. L. Lemosy, 1897; 
R. R. Cla iborne ,  1903; E. B. Meredith 1904. 

S a i n t  S tephen ' s  was temporar i ly  c losed  i n  1904 and Old Rectory passed 
i n t o  p r i v a t e  hands. It was f i r s t  owned by t h e  Caskie family and l a t e r  
went t o  an in-law, Jim Owen Watts .  The house was acqui red  by t h e  Clarence 
Whites i n  1928. 
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Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks C m i s s i o n  f i l e s .  
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